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CharityWise will particularly appeal if you:
•  �want to improve leadership and management of your 

organisation, to ensure its success

•  �are looking for free, flexible resources to train and develop 
people in your organisation

•  �want to use your experience as a trustee to support 
your own personal and career development. 

CharityWise is for Chairs of management committees, 
trustees and committee members, managers, trainers 
and advisers working in the voluntary sector.

Find what you need for developing:
• Leadership and management

• �The core activity of your organisation, such as Social Care, 
Health, Youth Work or Education. 

• �Skills, such as Giving Presentations, Finding Information, 
and Reading Evidence. 

CharityWise materials are bite-size and available 
online, so you can use them any time that fits in with 
your life. 
• Open University materials 

• deepen your knowledge and understanding 

• develop or refresh skills 

• no set order to study the materials 

• 3-12 hours of study on average 

• pick and mix what suits you 

• you are in control 

CharityWise can help you meet the National Occupational 
Standards for Trustees and the site includes links to other 
free online materials and sources of information and 
support.

www.open.ac.uk/blogs/CharityWise/ is your doorway to 
the materials. 

Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise organisations, 
supported by the South West Forum, identified the need 
for low cost, shared solutions for workforce development 
at a time of budget cuts. The Open University offered its 
free Openlearn resources.  These flexible, self help, online 
materials mean that more people can access learning.

CharityWise is a prototype for using Open Education 
Resources to provide free learning for the sector. With our 
Creative Commons licence (www.creativecommons.org), you 
can take and adapt existing materials for your purposes. We 
also aim to support collaboration on new resources.

CharityWise – free learning for the 
Voluntary Sector from ����learn  

Free Learning Materials

����Learn
Interested in a new topic and want to dig deeper? 
Or maybe you’re passionate about a subject.

OpenLearn is the UK’s largest resource of free 
university learning materials and we’re uploading new 
course material all the time, including e-books.

Whether it’s a five minute exploration or a 50 hour 
expedition into learning that you’re after, you’ll find it 
on Open Learn. And for free!

www.open.ac.uk/openlearn
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Sample CharityWise materials 
• Building relationships with donors

• Campaigns and organisations

• Giving presentations

• Managing to meet service users needs

• Preparing a project

• Recruitment and selection

• Using voluntary work to get ahead in the job market

What organisations say about CharityWise
 “Many of the organisations we work with are very 
small, in rural areas and running on a very tight 
budget. Trustees are very busy, so having fl exible, 
online self-help materials is ideal. They will really 
complement the other services we provide.”
 (The Learning Curve, Voluntary Sector Development)

“Trustees bring a wealth of skills and experience to 
their charities and community groups. They are busy 
people who will appreciate the chance to learn at
their own pace.”
(Develop: Enhancing Community Support)

“We have put together a special package of 
CharityWise materials for our members, who
are mainly youth workers, teachers and advisers 
working with young people.”
(Stand Against Violence)

Help spread the word! 
Swindon Therapy Centre for Multiple Sclerosis is one of 
the successful organisations whose video stories feature 
on CharityWise.  When the Chair of Trustees saw a list of 
20 CharityWise units compiled for trustees and volunteers 
at the Centre, he was keen to share it with MS Therapy 
centres across the UK. 

For more information please contact:

www.open.ac.uk/blogs/CharityWise/
To fi nd out more, or get involved in developing 
Open Education Resources for the Voluntary 
Sector, contact:

Tony Coughlan t.coughlan@open.ac.uk

We gratefully acknowledge the support of The Open University’s Disbursement Fund,
which is contributed to by generous Open University alumni, students and staff.
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