JOTTINGS FROM THE GARDEN
January 2007
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Hello there, and a Happy New Year to everyone – I understand I’m no longer the new girl, so welcome to Laura, this is a good place to work. New colour print for a new year. Today as I write it is seasonably cold and frosty. The birds are very busy around the feeders, and the ice on the water needed breaking.
You may ask why I have a picture of poppies to the left. Good question … but if you’re brave and take a little wander outside, you will see that there’s a poppy in bud in the central bed. It looks the colour of the one in the top right of the picture. These Papaver orientale ‘Pizzicato’ I sowed from seeds last year. The packet said they would flower in their first year, but it lied, they didn’t. It also said they’d flower in the summer – moral of the story, don’t believe everything you read on the packet!
Whilst the plants are slumbering (mostly), I have been busy. You may have noticed (those of you in the top rooms with back facing windows) that I have cut down the green manure, and started to dig it in. Wow, what a difference to the soil. It is beautiful, rich, easy to turn, lots of worms, and at the moment no signs of ground elder roots - a successful exercise! I have covered the areas I have dug with cardboard and then some compost. The cardboard will keep out the light and stop any weed seedlings appearing, the compost will (a) make it look nicer (b) weight the cardboard so it doesn’t blow away and (c) continue to improve the soil. The cardboard will rot down, and I will be able to plant through it. The compost was part of a delivery – one day I came to work, and the fairies had just planted 20 bags of the lovely stuff, so thank you very much fairies (and Stephen for paying, and the council for delivery!). It is so important to improve the soil above all else. Its structure and nutrition is paramount – it can be equated to having a good meal with a nice glass of wine. It makes the plants more ready to perform. Well, that’s the theory.
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In that area, I have removed the cotoneaster at the top, and a few stray small damson trees that were spoiling the look of it.  Now perhaps we can start some planting (oh dear, I [image: image3.jpg]


 can hear £££ coming!). I have a Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’  ready to go in one of the slots (left – “Smoke bush), and the Garrya elliptica ‘James Roof’ for the top. This was mentioned last year, but gardens take time. It will provide winter interest, with beautiful long silvery green catkins. It is a male version – they have better catkins (men being the show offs that they are), and ‘James Roof’ is a particularly good variety, I am informed. These are small plants now, and will take several years to establish, so we will have to be patient. In the meantime I shall put in shorter lived plants. I have some Nicotiana sylvestris (right – “Tobacco plant”) for sowing. This is commonly used by Councils now, but despite that, it is a tall plant that will tolerate and lighten a shady area. Additionally it is fragrant. What more could you ask?
The ivy in the hedge is going to take more than one winter I’ve discovered. The wet winter has been a bit of a set back, but I have made a start on the first 10m or so. 

In the bottom border, the Kalmia latifolia (Calico bush) from Shirley’s Mum has found a permanent home. The soil needed to be de-stoned of builder’s rubble prior to putting it in. It’s amazing how you can dig over an area several times, and still find a half brick the next time you put your fork in. How does that happen? Anyway, it has been treated to some nice ericaceous compost, as it likes a slightly acid soil, and now has been mulched with some of Stuart’s lovely shredded conifer (already beginning to break down). I think I shall have to be nice to him, and we may get some more.  I have, however, used some BHH produced compost as mulch! There’s not a lot just yet, but we’re getting there.

Seed sowing has begun. Lobelia have gone in, and Salvia will be next. Sweet peas (Lathyrus odorata) have been over wintering. Some short ones for the “Flower Barrow” and some taller ones. I haven’t told you about the Flower Barrow? An old builder’s barrow was left behind, so I have rubbed it down, and painted it a sumptuous black. After drilling some drainage holes, this will be filled with sweet peas for the summer, and white trailing lobelia. It will be placed by the railings at the back of the house, so when the windows are open there will be this lovely fragrance drifting in – well, that’s the plan. There will also be sweet peas to cut for the house, Shirley! They need constant dead heading, so maybe I shall sub contract someone (Emma?!). I know I am aiming for low maintenance, but some things are worth that little bit extra, don’t you think?
What’s to see?

Well, the poppy I mentioned earlier. Phil’s snowdrops in the laurel bed are peeping through. Any more donations when people are dividing them this year will be welcomed (after flowering, when the leaves are still green please).  The crocuses are coming through in the top borders. And, yes, we still have bluebells! I can see buds on the paeony in reception bed. I moved and divided this in the autumn, so hopefully it will flower this year. They reputedly don’t like moving, but it’s more about the depth they are planted at. The crown should be just below soil surface.

I hope you like the smart new pots by the front door. When the postman broke one of the terracotta pots, it seemed the right opportunity to update them.  I think they add more style to the entrance – and being a stylish lot, it’s in keeping with everything else! More plans for the front of the house, but that’s another story …
The lavender hedge is suffering from a watery winter I think – perhaps I should have added more grit to the soil to improve the drainage further. Hopefully it will perk up once the better weather comes around.  
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Cyclamen (right) in the laurel bed make a nice splash of colour. Hopefully I will put some more in at a future date. The Helleborus foetidus (below) is establishing itself. They are beautiful in the winter, and the foliage is good throughout the year. Sometimes need a bit of propping up. Next year it will make a much better show. I always seem to be saying that …. one day…..
The birds have been busy on the feeder I see - a robin was keeping me company when digging in the green manure, waiting for his tea. I hope he didn’t take all my worms!

Bye for now.  Dilys
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