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Sounds Positive - Young people are doing it for themselves
 
 
Young people in the south west, fed up with their often negative image in the media, have been given a grant from the Big Lottery Fund to promote a more positive impression in future. 

 

The project, Sounds Positive, will be coordinated by the Regional Youth Work Unit (RYWU) based at Learning South West in Taunton, Somerset and the UK Youth Parliament (UKYP). 

 

The initiative comes directly from young people themselves and was agreed to be a priority for the region by the 60 members of the UKYP in the south west. Once the project is underway over 200 young people throughout the South West will be trained and supported to engage with the media and promote the issues that matter to young people. Other benefits of the project will mean that:

         Each local authority in the South West will have a young media champion who will be a spokesperson for young people in their area.

         Twenty media organisations will be supported to engage young people in their editorial process.

         Young trainees in press and youth work will help connect young people and journalists across the South West.

 

News of the project’s successful funding bid was greeted enthusiastically at the UKYP SW regional meeting held in Taunton on 26 August. 

 

Rupert Bailey, Member of Youth Parliament for the South West, and 17 years-old said: 

 

“This project will boost the media skills of hundreds of young people in the South West and enable them to make a difference and have their voices heard. It is going to give young people the opportunity to be proactive and speak out, which will benefit thousands of young people throughout the region. We can’t wait to get started!”

 
The Sounds Positive project is a partnership between the RYWU at Learning South West and the UKYP. Tim Boyes-Watson chief executive of Learning South West said:

 

“The project will build on the solid history of a six year partnership between our two organisations and fits well with two of our goals. The first of which concerns improving the image of young people and learning in order to engage everyone, and the second of improving the influence that young people, adult learners and practitioners have on learning and youth work provision.”

 

