
What information do you need to make the right decision 
for you about progressing onto higher education?

How can I compare degree courses to find out which one is 
right for me?

>	Degree courses with the same name may have very different approaches. Unit 		
	 information for each degree course is available on university websites and will 
	 allow you to get a really good idea about the course content and assessment 		
	 methods used.

>	Most universities offer opportunities to visit such open days.  The university contacts 
	 overleaf will be able to advise you of these.

What are admission tutors looking for in applications from Access 
to HE Diploma students?

>	University websites should give details of the Access Diploma credits needed for 		
	 different courses and any additional requirements.

>	Don’t hesitate to ring the university contacts given overleaf to check admissions 		
	 policies towards Access students.

What selection process will different courses use?

>	The key elements in the selection process will be the personal statement, the reference 		
	 and possibly the interview.

What financial support am I entitled to?

>	A good source of information is the Student Finance England website at www.			
	 studentfinanceengland.co.uk.

Information about childcare facilities and learning support available at different universities 
will be available in prospectuses and on websites.

Are you studying on an Access to 
HE Diploma?

What next?

Western Vocational Lifelong Learning Network



University of Bath 
www.bath.ac.uk

Contact:	 Admissions Department 
Tel:	 01225 383019 
Email:	 admissions@bath.ac.uk

Bath Spa University 
www.bathspa.ac.uk

Contact for Admissions procedures: Admissions Office  
Tel: 	 01225 875609 
Email:	 admissions@bathspa.ac.uk 

Contact for other enquiries: Dr Sally Griffin, Widening Participation 
Tel:	 01225 876223 
Email:	 s.griffin:bathspa.ac.uk

University of Bristol 
www.bristol.ac.uk

Contact:	 Betsy Bowerman, Mature Students Adviser 
Tel:	 0117 954 5937 
Email:	 Betsy.Bowerman@bristol.ac.uk 

University of Gloucestershire 
www.glos.ac.uk

Tel:	 0844 8011100 
Email:	 admissions@glos.ac.uk

Open University 
www.open.ac.uk

Tel:	 0845 300 60 90

Royal Agricultural College  
www.rac.ac.uk

Contact:	 Admissions Office 
Tel: 	 01285 889912 
Email:	 admissions@rac.ac.uk

University of the West of England 
www.uwe.ac.uk

Contact:	 Admissions & International Recruitment 
Tel:	 0117 328 3333 
Email:	 admissions@uwe.ac.uk

These universities have signed the Western Access Progression Agreement and 
are committed to providing clear and transparent information to applicants 
from Access to HE diploma

“ The Access Course was amazing and 
I felt I knew every bit as much as the 
students who’d come in with A Levels 
when I took up my university place. I 
was prepared well for university”

Sarah Rigden successfully completed an Access to HE course 
at City of Bristol College and gained a BSc Social Policy at the 
University of Bristol. She is now studying for a Masters Degree 
in Applied Social Research in Education at the University of the 
West of England.

Lifelong Learning Network
University of Bath
Carpenter House, Broad Quay, Bath
BA1 1UD

www.wvlln.ac.uk

Western Vocational Lifelong 
Learning Network

The Western Vocational Lifelong Learning 
Network aims to widen participation and 
facilitate the progression of vocational 
learners into higher education.


