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Funding cuts, changes in the organisation of 14-19 education and
uncertainty over the forthcoming election: it’'s no wonder we’re glad
to see a bit of Spring sunshine!

This issue of "What's Hot” is packed with national and local news
about what’s happening in our sector
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NATIONAL NEWS

FUNDING & CHANGES

This April sees a number of changes:

Skills Funding Agency Transition - the latest news on the transition of the Learning & Skills
Council (LSC) into the Skills Funding Agency (SFA). (BIS)

New Post-16 Quality Assurance System to be introduced from April to draw together all the
work that goes into ensuring learners and employers receive quality experiences from post-16
learning providers. (26 Jan, ‘10, Excellence Gateway)

The Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) is explained in the following links:

e Animated introduction to the QCF
e Introductory booklets

e QCDA QCF website

e Information on the LSIS support offer for QCF

With an election looming it is well worth reading the Edexcel PolicyWatch, After Six Weeks
(12 Feb '10), for a rundown of the major parties’ strategies for post -16 education and The
Guardian’s analysis of Labour’s record of educational reform, Education policy: The class of
2010 (2 Jan '10)

In April local authorities will take control of 14-19 planning and funding. The Department for
Children, Schools & Families (DCSF) and the Learning & Skills Council (LSC) have published
the 16-19 Statement of Priorities 2010-11 (Jan '10) which gives details of the planned
investment in young people’s learning. This is analysed in Edexcel’s PolicyWatch on Statement
of Priorities for 16-19 provision 2010 (18 Jan '10).
Comments on issues emerging from the transition:

e Councils mull need to overrule colleges (TES, 12 Feb '10)

e RPG trial fires warning shot for regional autonomy (TES, 26 Feb '10)

e Tug of war looms over sixth-formers (The Guardian, 23 Feb '10)

The Department for Work & Pensions (DWP) has published a White Paper, Building
Britain’s Recovery: Achieving Full Employment setting out how the Government intends to
combat the effects of this recession and continue on the path to its ambition of 80% employment.

Funding:

Learning & Skills Council honours commitment to help colleges with financial problems
(LSC, 9 Feb '10)

But the Association of Colleges (AoC) pointed out that this was less than had been spent, with
due diligence, by the colleges - colleges respond to Learning & Skills Council announcement on
capital programme mismanagement (9 Feb '10)

£200m held by Treasury amid compensation fight (TES, 12 Feb '10)
College’s claim for cost of cancelled building project prompts Government to reserve funds.

Meanwhile funding cuts continue:

e Colleges helping beat the recession face new £200m adult course cuts (AoC, 2 Feb '10)
e Public cash cut for more than 1,000 qualifications (TES, 15 Jan ‘10)
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A recent report shows that Sector Skills Councils have produced significant benefits: Impact of

Sector Skills Councils: worth up to 20 times the investment received (Excellence Gateway,
2 Feb '10)

The recent critical report on Train to Gain published by the Public Accounts Committee of
the House of Commons, Train to gain : developing the skills of the workforce (11 Jan '10),
has aroused mixed reactions:

e The South West Forum quotes, Skills scheme ‘unrealistic’ and *‘mismanaged’, say MPs (22 jan '10)
e Training Scheme was mismanaged (BBC News, 22 Jan '10)

e Further concerns over Train to Gain programme - NIACE says this report echoes their own
concerns (21 Jan '10)

The LSC’s response:
o Statement in response to the Public Accounts Committee report on Train to Gain (21 Jan "10)

e Business leaders have hailed the Government’s flagship Train to Gain programme, saying it
has helped them provide vital training to their staff during the downturn (4 Feb "10)

e A survey by the LSC reports that “eight out of 10 employers using Train to Gain would
recommend the scheme to other employers and use it again themselves” (TES, 12 Feb '10)

LIFELONG LEARNING

The Third Sector is also affected by the transition from Learning & Skills Council to the Skills
Funding Agency.
Helpline for LSC-Funded Providers (SW Forum, 20 Jan '10)

Third Sector National Learning Alliance has launched a new telephone support service for third
sector organisations to help with the transition from the LSC to the successor agencies.

Keep on top of consultations (SW Forum, 26 Jan '10)
The Forum for Change website, the "network for people influencing policy and campaigning for
change" set up by NCVO, has an area to help keep track of Government consultations.

Funding flexibilities for adult learning providers (NIACE, 5 Feb '10)
Important new funding flexibilities for adult learning providers were revealed by after a closer look
at the Government's Skills Investment Strategy 2010-11.

Have your say:

Improving third sector commissioning: a call for case studies (SW Forum, 20 Jan '10)
Submit your case studies for good practice in learning provision, influencing policy or practice,
developing innovative resources or provision or working effectively with local or regional partners.
Third Sector National Learning Alliance - Application for Membership (SW Forum, 20 Jan '10)
The Third Sector National Learning Alliance (TSNLA) is now taking applications for membership.

Skills - Third Sector: Consultation - Short Survey

Skills -Third Sector are writing a framework that sets down the skills and knowledge that
apprentices in charities and other third sector organisations should learn during their training.
Please add your contribution before 28 April '10.

Natspec: The enhancement of Learning Support (JISC SW, 17 Feb '10)
Take part in a survey to inform the design of a National Programme for Learning Support
Practitioners.
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Have your say cont:

Learning 3.0 - take part in a unique online collaboration experiment! (LLUK)

Join the Twitterati - use the #Learning3 hashtag to tell us what can be done or what is already
working with regard to helping the lifelong learning workforce adapt to these changes. (New to
Twitter? There’s an excellent guide here to get you started.)

The Learning Revolution:

Read the latest edition of Revolutions, the BIS newsletter on the Learning Revolution, the
Government’s vision for informal adult learning.

Has the Learning Revolution brought lasting change? Has it boosted informal education?
(TES, 15 Jan "10)

Becta has joined forces with the School of Everything to develop a unique online service for
adult learners and their tutors (Jan ‘10). More about the School of Everything

Offender Learning:
The Learning Prison - RSA report published (Excellence Gateway, 15 Feb '10)

Most offenders have low skills and prison is the place to put that right
(Guardian Blog, 3 Feb '10)

The National Skills Forum (NSF) Report, Doing Things Differently, says education and
training programmes should be an integral part of time served in prison and should be included in
the sentencing process.

Who will argue the case for learners in prison? (TES, 15 Jan '10)

Third Sector Successes

Contribution of the Third Sector in Learning and Skills - IFF Research. The LSC's report says third
sector reaches further into communities than most other providers. (TSNLA, 4 Feb '10)

Funding Opportunities:

European Lifelong Learning Programme

Grundtvig Award 2010 is now open - each year, the European Association for the Education
of Adults (EAEA) celebrates innovation and excellence in adult education. The Grundtvig Award
2010 will focus on "Innovative Approaches in Adult Education and Learning - Key Competences
for Social Inclusion” highlighting project results that produce new ideas, new partnerships, new
methodologies and a new understanding how we can work in adult learning.

Closing date for entries: 3 April '10

Grundtvig funds training opportunities for UK adult education organisations, staff & learners.

Initiatives and Responses:

New Thinking for a Changing Population - older people bring skills and experience to the
workplace that can be an asset to business and their spending power can boost the wider

economy. (BIS, 3 Feb '10)

Courses lost for adults with learning difficulties - NIACE is concerned over reduced
opportunities for adult learners with learning. (27 Jan '10)
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Initiatives and Responses cont:

"We need the best tutors to prepare future workers", says LLUK Chair, Sir David Melville.
(28 Jan '10)

Building a Society for All Ages - NIACE's response, formulated through significant amounts of
consultation, is published in response to the Government's strategy for addressing the
opportunities and challenges of our ageing society. (SW Forum, 11 Feb '10)

Updates:

David Hunter stepping down from LLUK - LLUK’s CEO will be stepping down from the role in
April because of health concerns. (27 Jan '10)

ENTO announces new Managing Director - former MD, Tony Green, is now assuming the role
of Chairman. (8 Feb '10)

Useful Resources:

Supporting the Learner Journey - a CPD Framework to support the role of learning support
practitioners (LSPs) who work with a wide range of learners and in a variety of contexts.
(SW Workforce Development Partnership)

Project to get the over-60s reading and writing

“Bookbite” is a new project aimed at encouraging over-60’s, who rarely or never read books, to
engage in reading and writing for pleasure, using the internet to access additional resources.
(Excellence Gateway, 8 Feb "10)

New website for literacy - the new National Literacy Trust website is a free resource
providing literacy news and debate, resources, etc. (Excellence Gateway, 26 Feb '10)

New Materials Launched to Support Learners and Carers (BIS, 24 Feb '10)
Continued learning can have an overwhelmingly positive impact on older people’s health,
confidence and dramatically improve their quality of life. Materials available on the NIACE
website.

Transfer of Innovation Project Launches LIFE Skills Pack

The LIFE Skills project, run by Norton Radstock College in partnership with five countries, has
launched the LIFE Skills Train the Trainer Pack which is designed to help teachers to embed life
skills into their vocational courses.

Stories from the book of life - a hew scheme aims to boost learning among older people by
persuading them to write their memoirs. (The Guardian, 9 Feb '10)

Adults Learning Journal - the February issue of NIACE's “Adults Learning” considers the future
of lifelong learning in universities and the impact of adult course cuts on colleges. Subscribe
here

EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT

Teacher Training:

City & Guilds Updates
e Review of Learning and Development Units (7318) and Assessor and Verifier Awards (7317)
(15 Feb '10)
e Changes to assessment requirements of PTLLS. Award in Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong
Learning Sector (PTLLS) - 12 Feb ‘10

Training of Teachers, Fourth Report of Session 2009-10,Volume I - published by the
House of Commons Children, Schools and Families Committee (18 Jan ‘10)

Endorsement of Initial Teacher Education Standards for the wider lifelong learning
sector - see SWitch website for further information (log in as a guest).
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Ofsted News:

Rising to the economic challenges - Ofsted has met with ALP, AoC and LSIS to discuss the
report’s findings and other sector issues.

Talisman Newsletter - download the latest copy here.

New examples in Ofsted's Good Practice Database - new examples of good practice by five
learning providers. (Excellence Gateway, 1 Feb ‘10)

Ofsted Guides to Safe-Guarding

Youth Unemployment:

Record numbers not in education, work or training - almost 15% of young people are now
'neets’, official figures show, says Guardian report (25 Feb '10).

Young fear years of unemployment (The Guardian, 16 Feb '10)

As they set out to find work, only half of young people feel their education has prepared them well
for the jobs market, survey shows.

Association of Learning Providers publishes paper on youth pre-employment provision
(ALP, 16 Feb '10)

Investing in Potential: Backing Young Britain - the Government’s strategy to increase the
proportion of 16-24 year olds in education, employment or training.
Launch of the Young Persons Guarantee (SW Forum, 11 Feb '10)

Every young person unemployed for six months will be guaranteed the offer of a job, training or
work experience through the Government's Young Person's Guarantee.

NCB tackles youth unemployment with new apprenticeship scheme (Excellence Gateway, 26 Feb '10)
A new initiative supporting community and voluntary sector organisations to employ and develop
skills of young people who are not in education, employment or training (NEET).

Jobs may be Neets' best option at 16, says ALP report

A bid to get more young people into education and training may be damaging the chances of
unemployed 16- and 17-year-olds. (TES, 19 Feb '10)

Save Neets by swapping school for FE, says AoC

Colleges have called for every 14- and 15-year-old to have the right to swap school for a place in
further education. (TES, 26 Feb '10)

Apprenticeships:
New specification developed to ensure high-quality Apprenticeships continue (NAS, Jan '10)

Increase in People Achieving High-Level Apprenticeships by approximately a third,
according to provisional data released by the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills
on 21 Jan '10.

Three articles commenting on the benefits of apprenticeships:
e What apprenticeship can do for you (The Guardian, 30 Jan '10)
e Let's build the golden age of apprenticeship (TES, 12 Feb '10)
e Celebrity chef Marco believes apprenticeships cater for the 'real world' (TES, 26 Feb '10)

Right to Request Training:

Right to Request Training Guidance Published (BIS, 13 Jan '10)
NIACE response to "Time to Train" (15 Jan '10)
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Vocational Qualifications:

New Report - Vocational Qualifications Can Boost Earnings

UKCES Report finds that some VQs lead to large pay increases, but benefits are not universal.

... but an article in the TES (1 Jan '10) points out that “level 2 qualification provides no pay
increase when studied in college”

Vocational qualifications are changing

The BIS newsletter provides updates on how the changes will bring benefits for learners,
employers, providers and Awarding Organisations.

Vocational qualifications made simple for employers and learners (BIS, 16 Feb '10)

Careers Guidance:

New taskforce launched to ensure high quality careers advice for young people
(Excellence Gateway, 26 Jan '10)

Regional STEM Careers Information, Advice and Guidance Conference - 26 April ‘10, Exeter

Independent projections suggest there will be almost 3 million science, mathematics and
technology related jobs in Britain by 2017. It is therefore important, now more than ever, to

provide access to the best advice on those careers opportunities in order to guide people’s choices.
(http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/scienceandsociety/site/careers/)

On 26 April 2010, in collaboration with SLIM, STEM SW is hosting a Regional STEM Information,
Advice and Guidance (IAG) Conference in Exeter. For more information about the event e-mail
Ruth Carey at SLIM.

Reducing Barriers to Learning:

Equality Impact Assessment Guidance, published by the Equality & Human Rights
Commission (SW Forum, 6 Jan '10)

Edition 3 (Jan '10) of Praxis: ‘An appetite for learning: increasing employee demand for
skills development’ - the policy implications of UKCES research into the key barriers to learning
faced by adults working in the UK.

Government acts to break through glass ceiling on social mobility - Government commits
to promoting the aspirations of all young people, whatever their background.
(Excellence Gateway, 18 Jan '10)

Personal Skills Accounts on Course for Next Autumn (www.wired.gov.net - 23 Dec '09)

Trials of a scheme to improve access to information about training courses, and show learners how
much Government funding is available, seem to be successful.

Learning at Work Day - Thursday 20 May ‘10

National Learning at Work Day, the biggest annual celebration of workplace learning, will take
place on 20 May '10. Click here to find out how your orgianisation can get involved.

The High Cost of Low Educational Performance: Lessons for EU 2020

If all OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation & Development) countries could raise their
educational performance to Finland’s level, the result could be an aggregate GDP (Gross Domestic
Product) increase of $260 trillion. For more information click here.

The UK Employment & Skills Almanac 2009 is now available on the UKCES website, providing
information on productivity, skills, employment and inequality.
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E-LEARNING

Online Resources:

New digital initiative from Quick Reads (NIACE, 25 Feb ‘10)
Books by best-selling writers and celebrities, direct to the computers and mobile phones of new
and non-readers.

First virtual history timeline opens up new world for students and teachers
British Library interactive timeline allows chronological exploration of collection items.
(Excellence Gateway, 15 Feb '0)

Literacy and numeracy: it's fun and games (Excellence Gateway, 3 Feb "10)
Free Brain Games - online or install Brain Games Lite to a mobile phone.

What does your name mean? (The Guardian, 9 Feb '10)
There's a lot of history in a surname. A new project will put the origins of thousands online.

Accessibility:

National Star College Technology Open Day - 30 March 10, Cheltenham

For anyone interested in the innovative uses of enabling technology, either in a specialist college
setting, or to apply in other learning, living or work contexts. Visit the JISC SW website for
more information and to book your place.

Leading the way on accessible websites (Excellence Gateway, 5 Jan '10)
A new RNIB website that incorporates a specially enhanced rich-text editor to set groundbreaking
levels of accessibility for blind and partially-sighted people.

EduApps suite of portable and free software applications (Excellence Gateway, 25 Feb '10)
Three different collections software applications for teachers and learners.

New Search facility on the Excellence Gateway (2 Feb '10)
“Google custom search” has been utilised to improve your search experience on the Gateway.

Using e-learning:

Transform your practice, learn new ICT skills and provide an excellent, technology-
enhanced experience to your learners

Lifelong Learning UK guides to help those working in the sector to apply the use of technology
in their professional practice. (Excellence Gateway, 11 Jan '10)

Mandelson Launches New Online Basics Courses For Adults (BIS, 11 Jan '10)

Online courses providing free tuition in basic computer skills. To find out more visit the Online
Basics website.

Examples of e-learning in action:

Hi-tech innovation - Cirencester College is using Skype in some interesting situations.
(TES, 19 Feb '10)

New research: Delivering results with learning technology in the workplace
Becta report with case studies of business benefits from using e-learning. (Excellence Gateway, 23 Feb '10)

Training providers can transform business operations through the effective use of
technology - the Association of Learning Providers (ALP) is hosting a one day conference

on this at the Think Tank, Birmingham Science Museum on 22 April '10. (JISC SW)

E-learners at work to benefit from more funding (Excellence Gateway, 4 Jan '10)
LSC funding allocated to help transform the way people learn in the workplace by using technology
innovatively.
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INSTITUTE FOR LEARNING (IfL)

Tomlinson trumpets vocational education at IfL awards ceremony (3 Feb '10)

Sir Michael Tomlinson CBE has said that vocational education and those who provide such high-
quality teaching must be accorded greater priority and credibility.

2010 membership renewal - members are being asked to renew their IfL membership
by 1 April '10.

Qualification routes:

IfL welcomes assessment-only route to QTS for FE teachers (1 Feb '10)

IfL has welcomed the introduction of an assessment-only route to Qualified Teacher Status (QTS).
IfL offers a broad welcome and a reservation to report on teacher training in vocational
education

IfL response to the Skills Commission's report into "Teacher Training in Vocational
Education". (25 Feb '10)

Redressing the balance - equivalent status for FE and skills teachers with school teachers
The views of IfL members on gaining equality of status between QTLS and QTS have been reflected
in a recent consultation report by the Teaching Development Agency (TDA). (22 Jan '10)

IfL welcomes support for more mobility of teachers between schools and FE (9 Feb '10)

IfL has welcomed recommendations by the DCSF select committee that teachers and trainers
with QTLS should immediately be able to work as qualified teachers in schools if teaching post-16

pupils.

MPs back 'immediate' right for FE staff to teach in schools (TES, 12 Feb '10)
Those with QTLS status should be allowed to tutor post-14 pupils, committee concludes.

Teacher status barriers must go (TES, 19 Feb '10)

A paradox emerges from two recent articles in TES FE Focus "Foundation campaign bids to add
vocational Edge to election” and "Door to teaching in schools remains closed to FE staff”, writes Dr
Margaret MclLay, Director, Consortium for Post Compulsory Education and Training, University of
Huddersfield.

Skills Commission demands single teaching qualification (TES, 26 Feb '10)
The Skills Commission Inquiry says division of FE and school staff stands in the way of expanding
vocational learning.

Door to teaching in schools remains closed to FE staff (TES, 29 Jan '10)
The Conservatives’ bid to raise entry-level degree requirements thwarts fight for recognition

Have your say:

What do you love about teaching? - your opportunity to share with other IfL members what
you love about teaching.

Brilliant Teaching, Training and Learning in the 21st Century

IfL and LSIS are working together to jointly shape a ‘menu’ of opportunities for IfL members that
support their needs for teaching and learning in the 21st century. Why not take part in this
short survey before 26 March '10?
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FURTHER EDUCATION

Cuts:

One in five providers slashed courses for most vulnerable, says delayed report
Students with learning difficulties hit by adult education cuts despite promise they would not be
affected, according an Institute of Employment Studies (IES) report. (TES, 5 Feb "10)

Funding bodies plan is a 'mess’', say MPs (TES, 5 Feb '10)

MPs have criticised the creation of two new funding agencies for further education as “a
bureaucratic mess” during the first inquiry by the BIS Select Committee into FE.

Slashed funding leaves 7,000 jobs under threat (TES, 5 Feb '10)
Scores of adult training courses could close as colleges face £200m budget cuts, AoC survey
reveals.

Adult FE cuts ‘beggar belief” - NIACE responds to the news that colleges face a £200m cut in
funding for adult students and that ‘adult learner responsive' budgets will shrink by between 10
and 25%. (4 Feb '10)

Courses face adult course cuts (BBC News, 3 Feb '10)

Further education colleges in England face an average budget cut of 16% for adult learning, claims
the Association of Colleges.

... and Costs:

Are too many chiefs fuelling FE's pay gap? - are FE staff highly paid? (TES, 19 Feb '10)

High-earning managers on rise - those on 50k-plus have increased by a third while number of
teachers have grown by just 2.8 per cent, University and College Union (UCU) figures reveal.
(TES, 19 Feb '10)

157 Group says: 'inefficient' small school sixth forms must go (TES, 19 Feb '10)

Leading colleges say a cull would deliver better value for money and raise quality of provision

Change creating chasm between staff, says RCU study (TES, 26 Feb '10)
Research reveals that the disagreement between managers and lecturers over consultation levels
is a ‘major concern’ for colleges.

Solutions?

Call for choice over curriculum, not just chips and car parks (TES, 22 Jan '10)
CfBT and Campaign for Learning study says ‘Learner voice’ should be extended to give
students a say on course content.

A meaningful say will really get us talking - NUS comment on ‘learner voice’. (TES, 26 Feb '10)

Colleges could thrive as companies, says paper (TES, 5 Feb '10)
157 Group report proposes radical shake-up that would see FE institutions running everything
from schools and training providers to cleaning firms.

Business model may offer a private solution - should colleges explore the potential of the
private sector? (TES, 5 Feb '10)

Charitable giving to fund college build plans (TES, 22 Jan '10)
The National Star College for disabled students in Cheltenham is defying the capital funding
shortage by raising charitable donations to fund its new buildings.
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Foundation Degrees:

Foundation degrees soar in humber (BBC News, 18 Feb '10)

The number of students signing up for foundation degree courses in England has grown by 40% in
the past two years.

Foundation degrees offer a strong vision for the future (The Guardian, 23 Feb ‘10)

Those offering traditional degrees could learn a lot from the diverse entry routes and patterns of
provision offered by foundation courses, says Estelle Morris.

Bid to boost inclusion is 'superficial', says National Skills Forum report (TES, 12 Feb '10)
Target-driven system accused of failing minority groups with inflexible and simplistic initiatives.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Cuts:

University teaching budgets slashed (The Guardian, 1 Feb '10)
HEFCE announces first cuts in a decade despite unprecedented demand for university places.

Cuts will deprive thousands of university place, academics warn (The Guardian, 1 Feb '10)
Universities await announcement from funding body to find out where the axe will fall.

Mandelson says academics are 'set in aspic’' (The Guardian, 11 Feb '10)

Business Secretary, Lord Mandelson, defends higher education cuts and insists universities are not
being singled out for tough treatment.

Funding cuts: how will universities cope? (The Guardian, 23 Feb '10)

One university opens its books to show its ideas for dealing with funding cuts.

Solutions?

Universities 'should offer courses for over-50s' (BBC News, 17 Feb '10)
Help people prepare for the "probable two decades" beyond their main working career.

Quality and what is worth knowing (EAUC, 16 Feb '10)

“Count things of real value” says Stephen Martin, Visiting Chair in Education for Sustainable
Development, Centre for Complexity and Change at the OU.

The days of plenty are gone, so let's embrace the employer-led degree (The Guardian, 9 Feb '10)
New universities, which do not have the safety net of endowments and research income to fall
back on, must look at new ways to fund their courses.

RDAs and universities should "drive economic growth", says Mandelson (SW RDA, 7 Jan '10)
Business Secretary, Lord Mandelson, has charged RDAs and universities to play an increased role
in driving economic growth in their areas.

“Higher Ambitions” (BIS)

The higher education blueprint, “Higher Ambitions”, sets out a course for how universities can
remain world class, providing the nation with the high level skills needed to remain competitive,
while continuing to attract the brightest students and researchers.

Universities face a long wait for funding increase, minister says (The Guardian, 25 Jan '10)

Higher Education Minster, David Lammy, warns of “no significant upturn” for several years and
urges universities to find new sources of income.
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Solutions cont:

Students would pay more for some degrees, says Government research (the Guardian, 28 jan '10)
University students would be willing to pay higher tuition fees for courses that lead to the highest-
earning jobs.

Think tank calls for 55% rise in university tuition fees (The Guardian, 11 Feb '10)
Policy Exchange says the most popular universities should be allowed to charge highest fees.

Protect the pursuit of knowledge (The Guardian, 5 Feb '10)
We need an informed national debate on the way forward for our universities, says Antony
Lerman.

Britain's forgotten EU students (The Guardian, 9 Feb '10)
The number of Europeans studying at UK universities has soared.

University applications are up:

University applications up 23%, increasing pressure on places for courses starting in the
autumn. (BBC News, 8 Feb '10)
Record number of new students, UCAS figures reveal (The Guardian, 21 Jan ‘10)

Funding row looms after universities take on 12,000 more applicants than the Government is
prepared to pay for.

Statement by David Lammy on UCAS figures for applications to University for 2010
(BIS, 8 Feb '10)

University applications reach record levels for fourth year in a row (The Guardian, 9 Feb '10)
More than 200,000 would-be students are likely to be left without a place at a UK university this
year as undergraduate applications reach record levels for the fourth year running.

Social mobility:

Study shows 50% rise in likelihood of England's poorest teenagers going to university since
mid-90s - teenagers from the poorest homes in England are 50% more likely to go to university
than they were 15 years ago, according to a HEFCE study. (The Guardian, 28 Jan '10)

One of Labour's great successes (Guardian Blog, 28 Jan '10)

After years of effort young people from deprived areas are beginning to get a fairer share of higher
education. This will probably be seen as the greatest social achievement of the 1997-2010 Labour
Governments.

Grants:
30,000 university students without grants they are entitled to (The Guardian, 27 Jan ‘'10)

Student Finance England (SFE) Update

The 2010/11 application service has been launched for new entrants, so students starting their
course in September 2010 are now able to apply for funding.

Decisions about higher education require professional advice (The Guardian, 5 Jan '10)

A new certificate aims to give those who advise on higher education the professional skills they
need.
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REGIONAL NEWS & NETWORKS

South West Skills Awards 2010 - nominations now open

This year’s event will be held on 2 June 2010 at Sandy Park in Exeter. The awards, run jointly by
the Learning & Skills Council and the National Apprenticeship Service, recognise and
celebrate the achievements of apprentices, learners and employers who have excelled in the
region. Click here to find out more and how to make a nomination (closing date: 31 March '10).

NIACE/LSC/SWLAAL 2010 Strategy Seminar Programme - Seminar Change!

Seminar (4) “Learning through Life” - Results & Recommendations of the
NIACE-sponsored National Inquiry into the Future for Lifelong Learning

Date & Venue: 30 March ‘10, Taunton

Due to the high level of interest in the NIACE-sponsored Inquiry into the Future for Lifelong
Learning, we are changing Seminar 4 in the current Programme and devoting this day to a
presentation and discussion on the Inquiry’s Recommendations and the content of the Inquiry’s
Report ‘Learning through Life'.

e-mail simon.mauger@niace.org.uk to book your place on this seminar to hear the
recommendations that have been so well-received by all the main political parties and to have the
opportunity to join in the discussions and give the work of the Inquiry a ‘regional voice’.

Successes:

Frank's pioneering role will help college tone up earning power of businesses
A South Devon College initiative to use the academic strength of the college to help the county's
businesses. (this is south devon.co.uk. 6 Jan '10)

Kirk crowned top apprentice - an Advanced Mechanic Apprentice studying at City College
Plymouth has been crowned Apprentice of the Year by the Training Provider Network.
(this is south devon.co.uk, 8 Feb ‘10)

Record cash boost for Cheltenham college (this is gloucestershire.co.uk, 23 Feb '10)

A record breaking donation has got the National Star College's vital appeal off to a flying start.
The College aims to raise £3 million to achieve its dreams of creating first class facilities for its
students.

South West apprenticeship success (GOSW, 28 Jan '10)
GOSW has mapped LA apprenticeships in the South West region and established good working
relationships with the South West NAS (National Apprenticeships Service) colleagues.

Apprentices Flying High at Yeovil Helicopter Firm (BIS, 5 Feb '10)
Business Minister, Pat McFadden, has visited AgustaWestland to celebrate the helicopter
manufacturer’s commitment to recruit apprentices.

RCU 2010 Research Fund winners announced (Excellence Gateway, 9 Feb '10)

New College Swindon and AoC South West are among the winners of RCU's 2010 Research
Fund to help sector staff and organisations in carrying out research projects.

Winners of new research award announced (Excellence Gateway, 26 Feb '10)

South Dartmoor Community College in Devon has become one of the first recipients of a new
award that recognises commitment to putting research at the heart of practice in schools and
colleges.
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Policies and Initiatives:

Universities South West provide evidence to the House of Commons South West Regional

Committee (4 Feb ' 10)

Universities South West were invited to provide a submission on the impact of the economic downturn on the
South West.

Consultation opens on draft Scheme for Strategic Regional Joint Working ( SW RDA, 16 Fe
Published by the Strategic LeadeTheton®idadiondruns freim Sout h
16 February - 30 March *10.

South West businesses to benefit from graduate internship programme (UniversitiesSW,4 Fe b
Over 800 funded graduate internship placements, as the Government pledges to help graduates find work.

£Millions invested in Low Carbon skills (UniversitiesSW, 11Feb * 10)

Low carbon businesses across the South West are set to benefit from a low carbon, high skills initiative, worth up
to £2.4m.

Building Britain's Recovery: Achieving full employment ( SW Forum, 5 Jan ' 10)

This brief SLIM Comment document addresses the DWP White paper “ Building Britain's Recovery: Achieving
full employment “ (published 15 Dec © 0.9

Organising for skills and employment ( SW Forum, 20 Jan ' 10)

South West voluntary and community organisations are coming together to provide a strong voice on
employment and skills, and on the European Social Fund in particular.

Around the Region:

Unitary authorities - Exeter gets the green light and no change for Devon (GOSW, 10 Feb '10)
Devon Wheels to Work/Wheels to Learn Scheme

Personal transport solutions for individuals throughout Devon to enable them to get to places of
training, education and employment.

Jurassic coast becomes landscape of learning (The Guardian, 28 Feb '10)

The Natural History Museum starts courses at Dorset heritage site.

First Cornish speaking creche (TES, 15 Jan '10)
Cornwall College has set up UK's first Cornish language pre-school in a bid to bring up a new
generation of bilingual young people.

Skills project started (TES, 15 Jan '10)
Norton Radstock College is co-ordinating a UK-wide project aimed at improving employment
opportunities and skills levels among those with disabilities.

Resources:

How's your Civic Health? (SW Forum, 4 Jan '10)

A new Civic Health report that will allow people to see how voting patterns, social habits and
feelings of belonging vary across the country is being developed by Government.

Need statistical data? ( SW Forum, 4 Jan ' 10)

The Communities and Local Government Places Database provides access to a broad range of statistical
data and information at several geographic levels across England

Film about the mental health needs of people with learning disabilities ( SW Forum, 4 Ja

Training DVD produced by Avon & Wiltshire Mental Health Partnership NHS Trust together with the
University of the West of England, Bristol.
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LSW NEWS & EVENTS

"It ain't what you do, it's the way that you do it!"
A Celebration of the SWitch Centre for Excellence in Teacher Training (SWitch CETT)
Date & Venue: Thurs 29 April ‘10, Taunton RFC

The three year central funding for the SWitch CETT ends at the end of this year, although CETT
activities will continue. This event is a celebration of the success of the projects that have been
funded through the CETTs and the support that they have provided for teacher educators, and we
are delighted that Dr Jean Kelly, IfL Director of Professional Development, will be our
keynote speaker on the day .

Book your place now! The closing date for applications is: 20 April ‘10

South West LSRN Annual Conference 2010 - Call for Presentations Now Open

We are now accepting submissions from colleagues to present a session at this year's Annual
South West Learning & Skills Research Network (LSRN) Conference, which is taking place on
Thurs 8 July ‘10 at the Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre, Near Totnes.

The theme of this year's event is "A Road Less Travelled ... Research in the Lifelong
Learning Sector" and we are pleased to announce that Professor Gert Biesta of The Stirling
Institute of Education will be our Keynote Speaker.

If you are interested in submitting a proposal for consideration by the conference planning
team click here. The deadline for submissions is Friday 30 April 2010.

ABC Awards: ABC Gains Ofqual Recognition as a OQCF Awarding Organisation

ABC has been fully recognised by Ofqual as a QCF awarding organisation. This means that it is
now able to extend the accreditation life of current QCF qualifications beyond December 2010.
ABC will be working with relevant Sector Skills Councils (SSCs) to extend all current QCF provision
as quickly as possible.

All new qualifications will be recognised for the QCF and will be approved beyond December 2010.
ABC intends to replace the majority of its remaining NQF qualifications with updated provision on
the QCF as soon as possible. All plans are subject to SSC approval.

For further information about the development of qualifications in this sector please refer to the
Qualifications Development page of the ABC website.

Forthcoming Professional Development Opportunities:

Professional Formation - Applying for QTLS/ATLS Thursday 22 April ‘10
& Friday 11 June ‘10
South West Regional Senior Curriculum Managers' Forum Tuesday 11 May ‘10
South West Regional Teacher Education Forum Thursday 20 May ‘10
Inclusion Forum Wednesday 16 June ‘10
South West Regional Staff Development Managers' Forum Thursday 17 June ‘10
Regional Skills for Life Good Practice Network Thursday 24 June ‘10

If you would like further information about any of these events please e-mail:
events@learning-southwest.org.uk
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